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A Society in the Massachusetts State Prison. 


The friends of the criminal will be glad to learn 
that a Society has been formed among the Con- 
victs in our prison, called the ‘Mass. State Prison 
Society for Moral Improvementand Mutual Aid.’ 
The officers are, Frederick Robinson, the War- 
den, President, Jared Curtis, the Chaplain, Vice 
President, Mr. Frothingham, the Clerk, Secre- 
tary. 

We gave an account of the first Anniversary, 
which was held last July. It is the first Society 
of the kind probably ever formed in any prison. 
This is another of the excellent results of the ad- 
ministration of the prison under Mr. Robinson. 
At a late visit, he showed us a beautiful design to 
be engraved upon a certificate to be given to each 
prisoner who may join the Society, thus encoura- 
ging him to do well in prison, and furnishing a 
good recommendation of moral character upon his 
discharge. About one half of the convicts have 
_ joined. There is nothing compulsory about it. 
Probably the larger part will become members. 
It is in part a debating Society; each member 
being allowed to express his views upon a given 
topic, thus breaking up that awful monotony so 
destructive to the intellectual and moral welfare 
of the criminal. Another meeting is to be ap- 
pointed, and as the plan opens, we will apprise 
our readers of its success, Great credit is due to 
Mr. Robinson for presenting such a plan of im- 
provement. We perceive that a similar Society 
bas been recommended to the officers of the Ma- 
ryland State Prison by the Baltimore Visiter. 


How much better was the last fourth of July 
spent in our prison than in the old way. It has 
long been the practice to shut the criminals up on 
our anniversary days, thus making those days, 
which to others are sources, of social and intel- 
lectual enjoyment, intolerably irksome and painful. 
This may be considered as punishment, but te us 
we see nothing reformatory. In fact, our prisons 
ean never be places of improvement to any great 
. extent, till more is done for the cultivation of the 
mind and heart. In most of the States the great 
object is profit, not improvement. But we did 
not design to present a dissertation on Prison Dis- 
eipline, but rather to gratify our readers by pre- 
senting the Constitution and By-Laws of this sin- 
gular Association. We think such a document 
will be read with great interest :— 


PREAMBLE, 


Recognizing the fact, that we are the intelligent and 
accountable creatures of God, and believing that He has 


and benevolent end, viz: to be like Him, benevolent and 
good ; and thus to secure our own happiwess and the best 
good of ail others, so far as we may have opportunity, 


‘l we do hereby recognize it as a duty incumbent on us, in 


whatever circumstances we may, in the providence of 
God, be placed, to strive, habitually, to fulfil and accom- 
plish this end. 
Feeling, also, that although individuals, standing and 
acting singly and alone, may, and often do, accomplish 
much, both for themselves and others—yet, much more 
of good may rationally be expected from the associated 
and combined influence of many, united for the promo- 
tion and accomplishment of the same end or object. 
Believing, moreover, that altbough, in the providence 
of God, we are placed in circumstances of peculiar dis- 
couragement, yet, circumscribed as we are in our means 
to benefit ourselves and do good to others, there yet re- 
mains to us the ability, if we have but the disposition, 
to do mueh toimprove our own character, and, conse- 
quently, to augment our own happiness as individuals, 
and likewise, by our example and influence, aid and en- 
courage others in the way of well-doing. 


Believing, furthermore, that although, from the cir- 
cumstances of our former condition and thé power of 
temptation, we have been led astray from the path of 
duty and of virtue, and have thereby subjected ourselves 
tu the discouragements and painful self-denial of our 
present condition—we have not wandered so far, nor fal- 
len so low, that a return is hopeless: or that there is no 
redemption for us; but we feel, that as intelligert crea- 
tures of God, encouraged by the assurances of his love 
for us, even in our guilt, and his readiness to forgive all 
who penitently return to Him—cheered, also, by the 
consideration that our lot is cast in a free and christian 
land, with all the sympathies which christian kindness 
and benevolence are calculated to awaken, and have al- 
ready awakened, in our behalf—connected as they are 
with the active efforts now making to redeem and save 
us,and to aid and encourage us in our persona] efforts to re- 
gain an honorable and respectable standing in soci ty— 
we may yet rise, and stand up as men with men, and 
again know how blessed it is to esteem ourselves, and 
to be esteemed and loved by the virtuous and the good. 

Sincerely cherishing these views and feelings, we can- 
not but feel it to be our duty which we owe to ourselves 
individually, and to all our associates in misfortune, and 
to society at large, encouraged as we are by the sympa- 
thies of the benevolent and good from without, and the 
kind aid which they tender to us, to use every proper 
and practicable means within our reach, to improve and 
elevate our own characters and condition—and furtner- 
more, to do all in our power to redeem, and save, and 
bless all those wno now share, or have shared, like afflic- 
tions with us, wherever, in the providence of God, we 
may meet them. 


For the furtherance and accomplishment of these ends, 
and to carry out the principles thus acknowledged and 
expressed :— 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do here- 
by associate and form ourselves into a Society, to be 
known as the ‘Massacuusetts STaTe Prison So- 
crety ror Morat ImprovemMEentT AND MuTva. 
Arp;’ and do furthermore adopt the following Consti- 
tution or code of Rules and Regulations, by which the 
Society is to be governed, and its doings and transac- 


‘tions regulated:— 


CONSTITUTION, 


The Officers of this Society shall be a President, Vice 
President and Secretary. 

The Warden of the Prison shall, ex-officio, be Pres- | 
ident, and, when present, in all meetings of the Society, | 
shall have the entire control and direction of the do- 
ings and transactions of such meetings. 

The Vice-President of the Society shall be the Chap- 
lain of the Prison, whose duty it shall be to preside at 
its meetings, in case of the absence of the President. 


Society, who shall keep a record of all such doings and 
transactions of the Society as he may think proper sub- 
jects of record; and at every meeting of the Society, 
the record of the meeting last holden shall be read. 


Meetings of the Society may be called and holden at 
the discretion of the President. 


There shall, in each and every year, be a Special 
Meeting of the Society, known as its Anniversary Meet- 
ing, which shall be on or near the Fourth of July, on 
which occasion, such services shall be holden and such 
arrangements made, as the Officers of the Society shall 
judge best calculated to interest and do good. 


Any prisoner may become a member of this Society 


President shall see good reasons to the contrary. 

Every person, on becoming a member of the Society, 
shall feel it to be his duty, and himself in honor pledged, 
to use all practicable means and helps for the improve- 
ment of his own mind and heart in knowledge and vir- 
tue, that by so doing he may be fitting himself for use- 
fulness, respectability and happiness, when he shall again 
enjoy the blessiugs of freedom and society; and further- 
more, studiously to avoid every thing which tends to cor- 
rupt, t@ debase and destroy; and thus to obtain the mas- 
tery ee passions and appetites, to whose influ- 
ence and control so many owe heir downfall avd rain. 

Every member of this Society shall fee) himself bound, 
habitually, so to act and demean himself, that bis exam- 
ple may be safely copied by his fellows; and to use no in- 
fluence on others, whose tendency is not safe and salu- 
tary. 

Members of the Society, when discharged from pris- 
on, shall, unless'a wish to the contrary be expressed, 
still be members; and shall feel pledged to use all law- 
ful and proper means to benefit those who may have 
been inmates of this Prison; and in no case, or mnder | 
any circumstances, to use an influence to seduce them | 
from the path of virtue; but on the other hand, to strive | 


by subscribing his name to this Constitution, unless the | 


by a majority of the members, and approved by the Pres- 
ident, shall constitute a part of said Committee of Con- 
ference. The business of this Committee shall be to 
‘consult together in regard to the best mean | of further- 
| ing the great ends designed to be ed by this 
Society. This Committee may he called er when- 
ever the Chairman shall see fit. 

Every member of this Society, who, on his discharge 
from the Prison, shall have so demeaned himself during 
| the term of his imprisonment and’as a member of this 
Society, as to secure the approbation of the President , 
shall receive a handsomely engraved or printed Certifi- 
cate, signed by the President, Vice-President and 
Secretary, certifying to the same, and recommending him 
to the friendship, patonage and confidence of the com- 
munity, wherever his Jot may be cast. 

Recognizing the fact of our depe e on God for 
success in all our attempts to do feeling how 
|much we need Kis aid and blessing—all the regular 
| meetings of this Society shall be opened with prayer. 

This Constitation, and the By-Laws which from time 
to time may be adopted, may be altered of amended as 
the Committee of Conference may it expedient, in 


every such alteration shall be. 
ty, at its next subsequent 
ri 






BY-LA I ac 

The meetings of the Society shall betalled to order 
by the President, or, in his ce, by the presiding 
officer-~after which, the blessing of God shall be im- 
plored by the Chaplain, or sugh other person as the Pres- 
ident may invite. 

All the proceedings or business transactions of every 
such meeting, shall be conducted strictly according to the 
directions of the presiding officer. 





| Atevery meeting of this Society, some subject or 


question shall be given out for consideration at the next 


order to prom#@te the best interests of the Society; and 


to do them good, and to aid and cheer them on in their ‘subsequent meeting. Any member of the Society may 
efforts to become respectable and useful. | suggest subjects or questions for consideration, bat the 
Every member of the Society shall, on his discharge selection shall be made by a majority of the Board of 


A . : : Officers. 
from Prison, consider himself in honor pledged to total 
chatindnee trem the usaf lt enatieatinn ‘didedon | Alf remark made by any weinber shall be addressed 


| 23: : ay 
AC ang. cnanabetn: 08 tinh: Qnsinty:, deal, cemputielly, ox to the presiding officer, and through him to the meeting ; 


: ae . ‘and if, at any time, two or more persons shall rise at the 
ossly, violate the obligations, voluntaril ey be ratty See, Meee 
ee. lpg ps ata a Y | same time, the presiding officer shall determine which 


becoming a member of the Society, it shall be the duty | hall b h ad 
of the President to erase his name from the listof mem-,°. *” riot tery hp we can ‘ 
| Noremarka of a personal nature, or reflecting unfa- 


adie, : 
ers; and such person shall pot be re-admitted until the | vorably on the conduct or character of any member, or 


expiration of at least /hree months; nor then, unless the ; H 
President shall sce good and satisfactory reasons for so | pod are 3 a Taree: de are 


doing. = 
The Officers of the prison may become members of, [ye Paisoner’s Frienp. Mr. J. M. Spear, 
the Society, and, by so doing, shall consider themselves known as the editor of the ‘ Prisoner’s Friend,’ 
in duty bound to use all practicable means, not inconsis- | golivered a lecture in this town a short time sinee. 
tent with the laws and regulations established for the dis- \ te eeRation te the object to which he has devoted 
cipline of the Institution, to aid and assist all its mem- nines, | Durkae Bis’ didewid'th iis town 0) ®- 
bers in the furtherance and accomplishment of the ends oe J 5 
diindiitedie iia ined j ; . | vored us with a short call, and we were gratified 
plated and recognized in the formation of this So- | ith th seutiity oF teitbe bi / 

| wi e be = y - ma ing is acquaintance 

, and conversing with him familiarly upon the pros- 


each persons ss they may ose fit, as flonerary AMem-| pects, good and bad, of the benevolent enterprise 
| bers, who may attend its meetings and take part in its in which he ~. engaged. The personal beth 
transactions, as the President may think proper; but such *?°° and bearing of Mr. Spear is of that humane 
Honorary Members shall not be allowed to share in the |and unobtrusive character which we should ex- 


government of the Society, or in directing or controlling | pect to see in any one coming to our relief were 
its business or management. | we so unfortunate as to get into the limboes, We 
In addition to the officers before named, there shall be | Were sorry to learn that in pecuniary matters his 
a Committee, styled the Committee of Conference,| success is not all that he could wish, As we in- 
which shall consist of six persons selected from among tend to refer to this subject again, we can only at 
the Prisoners, together with the President, Vice-Presi- | present offer him our best wishes for his success. 
dent and Secretary. The President shall be chairman —[ Plymouth Rock. 
of said Committee. That portion of the Committee | 
composed of Prisoners, shall be appointed as follows, viz: 
The President shall name three of the Prisoners, mem-| "ad once two hundred capital offences in her 
bers of the Society, who shall be a committee to bring code. Philanthropists labored a whole century 
in a nomination of six persons, whom they consider suit- | before even three could be removed from he 
ably qualified to be members of said Committee of stat.ies. Now she has not more probably than 














ciety. 
The Officers of the Society may admit, from without, 


Capita PounisHMent in Exnerianp. England 








created and placed us in the world for a most important 


The Clerk of the Prison shall be the Secretary of the 


Conference; and these persons, so nominated, if chosen’ thre: ffences that are considered capital. 
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PRISONE 
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—————_ 








R’S FRIEND. 








PIRISONDRIS PBIB Do 


‘1 SHALL ASK FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE PENALTY OF DEATH 
ONTIL | HAVE THE INPALLJ BILITY OF HUMAN JUDGMENT DEMON~ 
STRATED TO ME.’-—Lafayette. 











BOSTON: 
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Immoral Influence of Prisons. 

Accustomed often to enter prisons, we are not 
unfrequently led to inquire respecting their moral 
influence upon their inmates, and we are sorry to 
be compelled to say that our investigations thus 
far have not brought us to the most favorable con- 
clusions. That they restrain criminals from com- 
mitting depredations upon society, while they are 
within the prison, will not of course be denied; 
but that they exert a good moral influence upon 

the imprisoned as a general thing, we are far from 
believing. 

In our jails several persons are often confined in 
one cell. Unemployed in good, they are very 
likely to be’ learning the practice of evil. The 
young are taught lessons in crime by the more 
advanced in the school of wickedness. Not al- 
ways treated in the most Christian manner by their 
keepers, a spirit of revenge is begotten in their 
hearts; disgraced by being imprisoned, they be- 
come reckless of consequences, and are discharg- 
ed much worse than they were when they were 
first incarcerated. We have reluctantly come to 
the conclusion that not a few of our jails are 
schools of vice. Melancholy is it thus to view 
them, yet we believe it to be a solemn truth. 

Not long since, the Prison Association of New- 
York addressed a Memorial to the Common Coun- 
cil of that city in relation to the moral condition 
of their city Prison. ‘They present some startling 
facts which should claim the attention of the com- 
munity. They say— 

The undersi have been directed by the Executive 
Committee of Prison Association of New-York, to 
ask the attention of your honorable bodies to the neglect- 
ed moral condition of the inmates of the City Prison. 

On due inquiry, they learn that the average number 
of males in confinement awaiting trial, nnder sentence, 
and for examination, in the Prison, is 127, and of females, 
47; the number swelling on some days to 250; and that 
the total commitments for the last year were over 10,000, 
of which more than 600 were boys and girls. 

The amount of religious teaching given to the males 
on the Sa , is almost literally nothing. Occasionally 
they are addressed by philanthropic individuals ; but these 
efforts are very rare, + no reliance can or ought to be 
placed on them. , 

The females are somewhat better supplied, owing to 
the self-denylng and persevering efforts of a small num- 
ber of Christian women. 

The undersigned have not been able to learn that any 
other exertions are made for the moral good of the pris- 
oners; excepting, it may be, such as are bestowed under 
the direction of the Association whom they now repre- 
sent. 

The Sabbath employment of the male prisoners is the 
perusal of licentious publications, smoking, &c., while 
the ribald jest and Heaven-daring profanity takes the 
place of the more appropriate acts of prayer and praise. 

By whose connivance the tobacco and the papers and 
books are introduced the undersigned do not know. 


In sad truth, the City Prison is to mnltitades but the 
gate of perdition. Here are to be found the hardened 
and reckless criminal; the polluted and polluting woman ; 
the ragged idler; the bloated and delirious drunkard; and 
the artful and scheming villain, Into such society as this, 
are indiscriminately thrown poor but innocent witnesses, 
whose very souls revolt at these degrading associations ; 
young boys and girls detected in their first petty offences 


TRIAL OF E, M, 8. SPENCER, 


The Accusation—Insanity the defence—Charge 
of the Chief Justice—Verdict—His Mother— 
Acquittal— Taken to the Asylum for the Insane. 
Our readers are eware, we presume, that Spen- 

cer has been on trial for two weeks past at Ber- 

gen N. J., charged with the murder of his wife. 

The trial has been of a most intensely mnteresting 

character. The plea set up by the defepce was 

insanity developed by the improper conduct of 
his wife and her relatives. ‘The charge read by 

Chief Justice Hornblower is said to have been an 

able and impartial production, and by no means 

unfavorable to the prisoner. ‘He charged that 
insanity was a good defence in law, and in this 
case believed made in good faith. If, at the time 
of the act, the prisoner did not know right from 
wrong, or, in other words, was not conscious of 
the act, or did not know that he was doing wrong, 
he was not amenable to the law. This was the 
question for the Jury to determine. Hereditary 
insanity in the family, and prior insanity of the 
prisoner, could have weight only as cumulative 
evidence in support of testimony to show that he 
was insane at the time of the act; though insanity 
was to be proved, not inferred; yet this did not 
prevent the Jury from satisfying their minds of 
the prisoner’s insdnity at the time of the act from 
evidence adduced of his prior insanity, If the 
prisoner’s belief of the infidelity of his wife—his 
cruel treatment from his mother and her son—the 
attempt, real or supposed, to separate him from 
his wife and place him in jail in order that another 
man might occupy his place—if the Jury believe 
all these circumstances operating on his shattered 
mind and disordered nervous system had the ef- 
fect to dethrone the remnant of his reason and 
render him unconscious of the act he committed, 
or incapable of knowing at the time that he was 
doing wrong, then they must find a verdict of ac- 
quittal. But if, on the contrary, they believe he 
was actuated by passion or revenge, they must 
find a verdict of guilty. The Jury retired, and, 
after an absence of twenty-four hours, brought in 

a verdict on Sunday of acquittal. When the ver- 

dict was rendered, the afflicted mother burst into 

a flood of tears and wept bitterly, drawing tears 

from the eyes of several persons in the QGourt. 

The friends of the prisoner were deeply affected. 

The verdict seemed to give satisfaction to the vast 

crowds who had been present, several of whom 

expressed themselves in very open and unmeas- 
ured terms upon it. ‘The trial occupied two 
weeks. Spencer was delivered immediately into 
the hands of his uncle Joshua, the eminent coun- 
sellor, who will place him in the. State Lunatic 
Asylum.—s. M. 8. 





Dwellings for the Poor. 


A meeting was held a few weeks ago if Rev. 
Mr. Barnard’s chapel in this city, to consider the 
importance of erecting buildings for the poor ona 
cheap plan. His Honor the Mayor was present. 
Rev. Dr. Sharp presided. Several plans were 
presented, and a committee chosen. We hope 
something will be done. The rents now paid by 
the poor are most extortionous, often swallowing 
up the principal part of their little income, and 
leaving them but a trifle to supply their pressing 
wants. ‘To give some idea of the density of our 
population in gertain portions of the city, we pre- 
sent the following, from Dr. Smith’s Medical 
Journal :— 

In Mr. Shattack’s census, a volume just published by 
the Boston City Government, it is stated that in a sec- 
tion of Ward 8, bounded by Hamilton-st., Humphey 





against the laws of society; children of tender years, 
guilty of no crimes bul those of poverly and the loss of | 
parents, awaiting their passage to the City Foundling | 
Institution on Long Island; the poor and afflicted on their 

way to the Alms House; the blighted mind bound for the 
Asylum of Lunacy; and finally, the honest immigrant, 
who, having braved the perils of the sea for a home of | 
liberty and plenty, is transferred from the confinement of 





the ship to incarceration in the den of felons and prosti- 
tutes, thus saving, by the loss of his character and self- 





respect, and the immolation of his bright hopes, a few 
paltry shillings to his importer. 


unblushing exhibitions of vice in our city, when we see | with courts have often complained.—[Sun. 


public institutions, which should exert a renovating moral 


influence on their culpable or unfortunate inmates, thus | 


converted into instruments of gross depravation. For 
this state of things there can be no justification; for the 


remedy is in the hands of the constituted authorities. 


We should be glad could a committee of men | 
and women be appointed to visit the jail in this | 


city. We believe that great improvements could 
be made in the moral and physical condition of its 


inmates.—4J. M. 8. 


tain, on an average, thirly-seven persons ! 


| 
hill. 
Our wonder ceases at the increase of crime, and the | has long been a nuisance of which persons connected 


place, Oliver, Battery-march and Washington square, 
there are 3131 inhabitants—being one to every seven 
square yards.’ In that same locality, each of the dwel- 
Iing-houses, many of which have in them shops, in 
which vegetables, fruits and refreshmeuts are sold, con- 
No wonder 
that such mortality exists among the children of the Irish 
families residing there. 








The Roxbury line of Omnibus have been ordered to 
remove the stand for coaches from Court square to Corn- 
The noise of the coaches round the court-house 


| They now stand directly in front of our office. 


But we regret to perceive that they stand also in 





| front of Franklin avenue, blocking up the pas- 


| that the city Marshal will see that this important | 


sage between it and Brattle street. 


We hope! 


thoroughfare is kept open. 
InTEMPERANCE. Of two hundred and three 

or ; ' 

| prisoners in Auburn prison, all but one were ad- 


dicted to drunkenness. ; 





| he slightly injured the hand of Aldrich. 


Meetings in Salem, 


Last Sunday week the senior editor of the 
Prisoner’s Friend delivered a discourse on the 
Proper Treatment of the Criminal, in the First 
Unitarian Church in Salem, of which the Rev. 
Tuomas T, Stone is pastor. It was delivered 
at the usual hour of religious services. We are 
glad Mr. Stone has nobly opened his pulpit for 
the great moral causes of the age on the Sabbath. 
We hope other clergymen in Salem, and else- 
where, will imitate his example. ; 

On the following Tuesday evening another 
meeting wus held for the. discussion of the same 
general subject in the Second Universalist 
Church in that city. ‘The meeting was addressed 
by Revs. Thomas T. Stone, D. K. Lee, Charles 
and John M. Spear. It was of an interesting 
character, and we think must tend to promote the 
cause which it was convened to consider. Thanks 
are justly due the Universalist Society for gene- 
rously opening its meeting-house for the promo- 
tion of this wise and humane enterprise.—s. M. s. 





Whipping Prisoners. 


We published, last week, a deeply interesting 
account of a great meeting recently held in Eng- 
land for the Abolition of Flogging in the Army 
and Navy. We hope something will be done 
in this country for the abolition of whipping in 
prisons. We believe that it is very seldom re- 
sorted to in our Penitentiary, but we understand 
that it is not uncommon in other States. We 
learn by the Auburn Advocate, that a convict by 
the name of Brown, whose sentence in prison had 
just expired, was lately brought before a justice, 
charged with an assault upon a keeper, in self- 
defence, under the following circumstances: 

He came down from his cell in the morning, 
with the other convicts of his shop, but knowing 
that his time had expired, and expecting to be 
discharged at once, stopped at the kitchen; but he 
was peremptorily ordered to resume his place in 
the ranks and march to the shop, where the com- 
pany were taken to work a while Wefore break- 
fast. He refused, replying, ‘ not to-day.’ 

The keeper, whose name is Aldrich, after get- 
ting the balance of the men to the shop, returned 
to the kitchen after Brown, and ordered him to 
the shop. Upon arriving there, he ordered him 
to take off his shirt, and prepared to flog him. 
Brown refused, declaring that he would not be 
whipped to-day. Aldrich persisted, and succeeded 
in whipping him with a cat ‘as hard as he could,’ 
to use his own expression. But in Brown’s re- 
sistatice, he seized a pair of shears, with which 
Brown 
was then required to work awhile, and then dis- 
charged.. 

But to prevent him from going before the 
grand jury, Aldrich brought him up on a warrant 
for an assault. 

It was hoped that the death of a convict in the 
prison a few months since by flogging would put 
a stop to this infamously brutal mode of punish- 
ment. Such a barbarous custom is disgraceful to 
the State and the community. And what adds to 
the enormity of the case in this instance is, that 
Brown’s time was out, and no officer had the right 
to lay a hand upon him.—s. m., s. 





Theatre Licenses in Boston. 


One of the pleasantest items of city intelligence 
we have seen for some time is the following, re- 
lating to the theatres of Boston. . These little 
signs of moral progress in the community are very 
encouraging. 


There appears to be strong objections on the part of 
the more religious of the Boston community to the gran- 
ting of licences to the theatres, except on certain con- 
ditions, and those conditions are for the suppression of 
what the app'icants seem to consider necessary evils. 
The petitioners and the remonstrants against granting the 
licenses without further restrictions, appeared before 
the Mayor and Aldermen lately. E. G. Austin, Esq. 
appeared as counsel of the National Theatre, and Nathan 
Hale, Jr. Esq. for Mr. Wyman, of the Federal street 
theatre, but no counsel appeared for any other petitioner. 
The remonstrants were represented by Messrs. George 
B. Emerson, William T. Eustis, Moses Grant, Walter 
Channing, George G. Channing, and Rev. Warren Bur- 
ton. Some of tho remonstrants were opposed to all the- 
atrical exhibitions as inherently bad and demoralizing. 
Others believed that they might be so regulated as to be 


, harmless in their moral influence and afford rational 


amusement. The remonstrants asked that the following 
restrictions might be laid on all theatres:— 

Ist. That no intoxicating liquors should be sold in 
them; and to effect this, that no drinks of any descrip- 
tion should be sold within the walls of the theatre. 

2. That no separate entrance should be allowed to the 


third row; but that there should be one common entrance. 


8d. That boys Ind girls should not be admitted un- 
attended by their parents and guardians. 

5th. That no woman, adult or young, should be ad- 
mitted unattended. 

Messrs. Emerson, G. G. Channing, and Rev. Mr. Bur- 
ton spoke strongly against granting licences, and Mr. 
Austin, counsel for Mr. Pelby, and Mr. Hale for Mr. 
Wyman, replied in behalf of the petitoners. The whole 
subject was adjourned tothe next Tuesday by the Board 
of Aldermen. 





' Horrors of the Prison-House. 


Dr. Joseph T. Pitney, of Auburn, who was for 
some time medical officer of the State Prison, gives 
the following description of the barbarities there, 
under the present system of prison discipline :— 


‘What more revolting and heart-rending exhibitions 
could be made, than those (which have so often rung 
through the ears of the citizens of this village) of a 
man’s having been stripped entirely naked, and made to 
clasp his arms around a post, or to have them stretched 
upwards, and his wrists tied fast to the sides of a ladder 
or rack, which, with a disgusting levity, was emphati- 
cally called by the executioners, ‘ The Adjutant’s Daugh- 
ter,’ standing with a slight slope, and his breast and 
stomach bearing on the naked rounds—or to have his 
wrists tied fast together with one end of a rope, and the 
other end thrown over a beam and drawn by an assistant 
executioner till the hands of the victim are streched high 
above his head, and there held firmly, while he was 
most inhumanly whipped with the cats or rawhides, until 
the skin, covering the body and lower extremities, was 
extensively vibicised and lacerated, and the blood conse- 
quently streaked down his back and quivering limbs, and 
stained the floor, which the feet or toes of the poor help- 
less victim may possibly have touched. And then, not 
satisfied with seeing their victim writhe and groan under 
the torture of such bodily lacerations, the executioners 
have applied the strongest brine to them, which must 
have produced sufferings inexpressible. 

‘The above is a description of the horrid penalties 
and sufferings which convicts have been obliged to en- 
dure for offences far from being of an aggravated charae- 
ter, or for a repetition of them; such as turning their 
eyes from their work when spectators or other persons 
were passing by, or when they heard the blows of the 
cats, rawhides or clubs vehemently applied upon the 
head or body of their fellow convicts, or for some act of 
negligence or carelessness in their work, or for an imper- 
tinent remark, or for picking up an old chew of tobacco, 
or for whispering, and occasionally for offences of a high- 
er grade. 

‘These punishments have been inflicted by, or in the 
presence of some vindictive, blood-thirsty tyrants, intoxi- 
cated with their official robes; but, shall I say, whose 
more appropriate place would have been that of the vie- 
tim? But I do say, that ‘every man concerned in this 
cruel and barbarous punishing of convicts,’ should not 
only have been ‘handed over to the next Grand Jury,’ 
but should have been confined in a strait jacket, and 
sent to a mad-house ora dungeon, or to work among gal - 
ley-slaves, and there have remained, living only on bread 
and water, until, if possible, some slight glimmering of 
returning reason and humanity could have been discover- 
ed, breaking through the mists which obscured his vision, 
and bewildered his imagination. But he never should 
have resumed his station as keeper or turnkey in a State 
Prison.’ 

‘Such an animal, thongh stamped with the image of 
his Maker, could never have been designed for a keeper 
and exampler for convicts in a State Prison.’ 





Actionin behalf of Prisoners, 
Correspondence of the Tribune. 
On board of the South America, Sept. 18, 1846. 


Some three hundred of the persons who had 
been attending the Universalist Convention at 
Troy took passage on board the steamboat South 
America this morning, which with the other pas- 
sengers, made one of the largest freights of the 
season. About ten o’clock a meeting was organ- 
ized on board, which was interspersed with sing- 
ing and speaking. In the afternoon, when oppo- 
site Sing Sing, the subject of the ‘ Treatment of 
the Prisoner’ was introduced, and a number of 
good speeches were made by clergymen and lay- 
men, urging the necessity of a greater interest be- 
ing felt and manifested in the government and 
condition of our Penitentiaries, by Christians and 
society at large. Rey. L. C. Browne of Nor- 
wich, Ct. and Rey. T, J. Greenwood of New- 
London, Ct. spoke at considerable length on this 
point, and we have no doubt a good influence was 
sent abroad by this meeting; and in conclusion 
the following Resolution was unanimously adopt- 
ed: 


Resolved, That we approve of the efforts now 
being made in different parts of the country to 
ameliorate the condition of the prisoner, and in 
providing the discharged convict with employ- 


ment and a home on his release. 
A vote of thanks was passed to the Captain 














ed un- 


be ad- 


r. Bur- 
id Mr. 
for Mr. 
whole 


as for 
, gives 
there, 
hye 

ibitions 
n rung 
of a 
1ade to 
retched 
ladder 
pphati- 
Jaugh- 
ust and 
ave his 
und the 
ssistant 
ed high 
e os 
s, until 
13, Was 
conse- 
os, and 
r help- 
en, not 
| under 
itioners 
1 must 


nalties 
| to en- 
-=harae- 
zy their 
persons 
of the 
on the 
act of 
imper- 
bacco, 


1 high- 


in the 
intoxi- 
whose 
he vie- 
in this 
ild not 
Jury,” 
t, and 
ng gal - 
1 bread 
ring of 
scover- 
vision, 
should 
. State 


age of 
keeper 


1846. 


0 had 
ym at 
South 
r pas- 
of the 
rgan- 
sing- 
oppo- 
ent of 
ber of 
1 lay- 
st be- 
t and 
s and 
Nor- 





New- 

n hio® 
e was 
usion 
dopt- 





now 
ry to 
nd in 
ploy- 


ptain 





























for his kindness in granting the privilege of hold- 
ing this meeting, and for his courtesy and atten- 
tion to the passengers. | 





A CONVENTION IN BOSTON. 

A Convention will be held in this city, at Wasx- 
InGTONIAN Haw, on Thursday, the 22d instant, 
to consider the whole question of the Treatment 
of the Criminal, both while he is in the prison 
and after he is discharged. Meeting will com- 
mence at 10 o’clock, A. M. The Hall is 36 
Washington-street. 





A NEW MONTHLY. 


We propose to issue from this office a new 
Monthly Periodical, in pamphlet form. We have 
not as yet decided on the name. It will probably 
be published during the next month. The year, 
however, will really begin in January. The de- 
sign is to present only such information as may 
relate to the treatment of the criminal. ‘The mat- 
ter will be chiefly taken from the Prisoner’s 
Friend. The object is to meet the wants of a 
class of friends who are now daily increasing, 
who do not feel interested in the subject of Cap- 
ital Punishment, but who would gladly read facts 
relating to Prison Discipline or the Discharged 
Convict. 

One number will be issued, and if sufficient en- 
couragement is given, it will be regularly pub- 
lished. 

We have an elegant design for the cover. The 
work will be published in royal octavo, 24 pages, 
at $1 50 a year, or $1 in advance. 





Universalism. 


At a late meeting of the General Convention of 
Universalists, the following resolution was intro- 
duced by the business committee, and after con- 
siderable discussion was laid on the table !— 

‘ Resolved, That the legitimate sphere of the Christ- 
ian pulpit includes the advocacy of Liberty, Peace, 
Temperance, and all the moral and religious interests of 


? 


man. 





A Letter from Rev, H, H. Baker. 
Essex, Sept. 6, 1846. 
Br. Seuar: 
I like your paper, and think that it increases 
in interest, and is arousing the public mind to a 
consideration of the importance of the reiigious 
aud humane subject to which it is devoted. 


The Samaritan portion of the world is doing a 
great work; revengeful penalties are being thought 
less of, and those more mild and corrective are 
receiving the sympathies of the religious world. 
Even the revengeful penalties which have been 
supposed to be attached to God’s law are less re- 
spected than formerly, and the day is not far dis- 
tant when the law of God, with all its penalties, 
will be regarded as strictly corrective, effecting 
the reformation of the offender, and just in pro- 
portion as the world is brought to regard refor- 
mation as the object of divine punishment, capi- 
tal punishment and rigorous laws will grow into 
disrepute; and the time has already arrived when 
the being in human shape, who will, for the sake 
of an office, struggle a fellow creature, is despised, 
looked upon with distrust, shunned as an object of 
contamination. But notwithstanding the deprav- 
ity of such characters, and the want of milk of 
human kindness to nourish their little souls, they 
have their friends; those who are friends to them 
as men-stranglers. I should as soon think that 
the character of that invisible being, who is sup- 
posed to have a cloven foot, requires my esteem, 
as that those gallows-praying, rope-choking, 
drudgery-doers of the law, as such, should have 
my sympathy. 

There are opposers to all moral reforms, men, 
who delight in the practice of barbarism, and la- 
bor to support its lingering relics; but it must die, 
and be trampled beneath the mighty and onward 
tread of truth and righteousness. 

The time is almost here when men will feel 
little confidence in advocating the death penalty; 
hence those who would like to hurl the thunder- 
bolt of God’s law, and execute the vengeance of 
human laws, must be about the work, for they 
will be regarded as weaker and weaker, and will 
soon be shorn of their strength, and ‘ the Philis- 
tines. will be upon them.’ 

Go on, brother, and continue to make the paper 
a moral earthquake. You have much to encour- 
age you, for you have God as your helper, and 
the sympathies and prayers of all the truly kind. 

Yours, for the Prisoner, 
H. H. Baxer. 
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Philanthropy in London. 


The subscription toward the Asylum for afford- 
ing temporary food and shelter to destitute fe- 
males, on their discharge from jail—the form giv- 
en to a testimonial in honor of the philanthropic 
efforts of the late Mrs. Fry—has nearly, we un- 
derstand, reached the amount of £5,000. The 
Common Council of London have voted 200 guin- 
eas to the fund; and the King and Queen of Den- 
mark are added to the list of royal subscribers. 
We hear, with regret, among the reports which 
relate to the proceedings and prospects of the va- 
rious metropolitan establishments, that the Asso- 
ciation for Promoting Cleanliness among the Poor, 
have exhausted their funds. It is a valuable fea- 
ture of this Society’s doings that, in addition to 
their free baths and wash-house at Glasshouse- 
yard, near the London Docks, they are at the ex- 
pense of cleansing and whitewashing the dwell- 
ings of the poor in that neighborhood. Many 
thousand rooms, staircases, passages, and entran- 
ces have, it issaid, been cleansed and whitewash- 
ed by them since the spring, and the applications 
for this purification are steadily increasing. For 
such purposes, in a season of heat and epidemic 
like the present, the wealthy public have a direct 
persona\ interest, beyond the gratification of their 
benevolence, in not suffering the Association to 
want ample means.— London paper. 





Farner Maruew. A committee has been 
formed in London, including some of the most 
influential noblemen-in England, for the purpose 
of raising a sum of money, £8000, to be invested 
in the purchase of a life annuity of £800 for the 
Very Rev. Theobald Mathew, to enable him the 
more effectually to sustain the temperance move- 
mént in the most efficient manner. An address 
has already emanated from the committee, which 
states the amount hitherto contributed towards 
the liquadation of the debts incurred by the rev- 
erend gentleman, in his philanthropic labors, 
amounted to £6,480, and that only barely sufficed 
tor the object then contemplated.—Boston Pilot. 








VARIETY, 





ConDEMNED To BE SHotT. We find the foll 
in the Cincinnati Times: 

‘The volunteer who stabbed Lieut. Peasly, at Camp 
Whitcomb, near New Albany, Ind., on the 4th of July 
last, was tried by. a court martial and condemned to be 
shot on the 28th ult., at Matomoros.’ 


tC? It is said thet John H. Pearson & Co. are wil- 
ling to give twice as much as any body else to ransom 
the mulatto, Joseph, whom they returned to New Or- 
leans. They had better purchase and give him his liberty 
on their own hook, and charge the expense to profit and 
loss. —Chronotype. 

Parker House, N. Beprorp. This establish- 
ment is advertised to let, in the Boston papers, to be 
kept upon temperence principles. Good ! 


ANTI-SLAVERY IN MaryLAnp. Cyrus M. Bur- 
leigh lately delivered four lectures on Slavery in the 
Presbyterian Church at Emmetsburgh, Md.—Rev. Mr. 
Grier, the Presbyterian minister, gave his countenance 
to the lectures. There was a good deal of excitement, 
but no violence was offered, and the meetings evidently 
made a good impression.— Whig. 

Novet Vervicr. A slave named Henry Peyton 
was convicted of the murder of a fellow slave in New 
Orleans, and on the 17th inst. was sentenced to receive 
125 lashes---25 lashes at tae end of every month for five 
months, and to wear an iron collar for five years in the 
service of his owner, the latter to pay all the costs. 


Babe, the Pirate.—-This man, who has been the sub- 
ject of much conversation, sailed on ‘Tuesday, says the 
New York Express, as a steerage passenger, in the 
Queen of the West, for Liverpool. 


Efforts to establish an asylum for discharged convicts 
are making in Boston. Every place of consequence, in 
any country, ought to be provided with an institution 
of this kind. 


Runaways Killed.—The Palmyra ( Mo.) Courier 
| says: ‘ We understand that a gentleman, living in Ma- 
con County, while out hunting with his rifle last week, 
came suddenly upon two fugitive slaves, who gave hiu. 
battle. He shot one, and split the other’s skull with the 
barrel of his gun. He then started for home, but befor: 
reaching it he met a man in the road, who inquired if 
he had seen or heard of two runaway negroes—descri- 
bing them. The gentleman replied that he had just 
killed two, and related the circumstances. On proceed- 
ing to the spot, the stranger identified them as his slaves 
He made provision for their burial and retarned home. 


Idea of Starvation.—-It is said that Queen Victoria, 
when yet a princess, on being informed of the starvin; 
condition of the manufacturing population, exclaimed ,— 
‘Dear me! how foolish! what do they starve for ! 
would eat bread and potatoes before I would starve ! 








Joseph Allen, Green River, $1; T. Hancock, North 
Attleboro,’ 1; C. P. Day, do, 50c; O. H. Austin, Ha- 
verhil], 1; S. N. Enbalm. N. Bedford, 25c; 8. L. War- 
ren, Fall River, 1; F. M. Alvord, Carroll, N. Y., 1; 
L. C. Dean, Lairdsville, N. Y., 1. 
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STANDING NOTICE. 

tf We occasionally send a number of the ‘ Prison- 
er’s Friend’ to persons who have not subscribed for the 
same; and we do so, that they may have the opportuni- 
ty of seeing what the paper is, and in the hope that some 
of them will be induced to take it. 








BOARDERS WANTED. 
Two men, or a man and his wife, can be accommo- 
dated with board. Apply at the office of the Prisoner’s 
Friend, 40 Cornhill. 


SITUATION AS TEACHER WANTED. 
A em | who has followed teaching many a. is de- 


sirous of employment in that capacity. situation as 
Tnstructress in a family in the city or vicinity would be 


preferred. Satisfactory references can be given. 








A SHOEMAKER wants a place. He makes thick 
shoes. 
Sept. 30. 





A BRUSH-MAKER will want a place the Ist of Oc- 
tober. He isa good workman. Sept 16. 





STONE-CUTTERS.—Two or three first rate stone 
cutters will want employment about the first of next 
month. Sept. 16. 





A PAINTER wants employment immediately. 
Sept. 16. 





y 
A BLACKSMITH will want employment the middle , 


of next month. Sept. 16. 


EMPLOYMENT WANTED. 


A man, who is a native of Glasgow, Scotland, wishes 
to be employed ina factory, in a blacksmith’s shop, or 
to take care of horses, or to be useful in any honest way. 
His age is 43. Will some one help him to obtain an 
honest living? He is somewhat discouraged, but we 
think he may be saved. 








BLACKSMITH. 
A man wants a place to work as a Blacksmith. 


REFUGE OF VIOLENCE. 
* FOR HE HATH LOOKED DOWN FROM THE HEIGHT OF HIS SANC- 
TUARY; FROM HEAVEN DID THE LORD BEHOLD THE EARTH, TO 


HEAR THE GROANING OF THE PRISONER; TO LOOSE THOSE THAT 
gh che TO DEATH.—Bible. 
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UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH! 





VERMONT! Evcene Curirrorn, for the 
murder of his wife and child ; time of execution 
any day. 


MAINE! Tuomas Tuorn, for murder; now 


confined at hard labor in the State Prison: time of 


execution any day. 


NEW-YORK! Tixver, for the murder of 
John Covert at Whitehall. Time of execution 
not known. 

Wicturam Freeman, for the murder of the 
Van Nest family, near Auburn. 

Parrick Frynn, for the murder of Robert 
James last August in Greene county. To be ex- 
ecuted Nov. 19, 1846, 

VIRGINIA! Honrer Hirt, for the murder of 
Major Smith, at Norfolk. Respited till 7th of 
February, 1847. 

ARKANSAS! Martin, for the murder of his 
sister-in-law; time of execution unknown. 

ILLINOIS! Atoxzo Pennineron, for the 
murder of Simon Davis. Time of execution not 
fixed. ; 

KENTUCKY! Joun W. Parker, of Scrub 
Grass, for the murder of his wife. Time of ex- 
ecution not known. 


MARYLAND! Wa. Wuee er, a slave, for 


] engaging in an insurrection; time of execution 


unknown. ‘ 


ApranaM, a slave, for an attempt to murder 
Lewis Rimrod, who was attempting to arrest him 
isarunaway. To be executed on the second 
“riday in October. 

Artuur,aslave. He ran away with some ne- 
rroes, in obedience to the command of his mas- 
er. Time of execution, Oct. 2, 1846. To be 
1ung at Cheraw. 

GEORGIA! Crarx Warson, a slave, for 
surglary. ‘Time of execution not known. 


MENT, &c. 

Having opened an office (40 Cornhill) we ean 
now meet the wants of our friends in regard to works 
on Capital Punishment. We have a few pamph- 
lets und larger works for sale, some of which are from 
England. Should the friends of the cause extend to us 
some little encouragement in this way, we could afford te 
print a variety of tracts The following is a list : 


Essays on Capital Punishment. By Charles 
Spear, 0 62 
Irremediability of Capital Punishment, © 04 

Thoughts oh the Death Penalty. By Charles C. 
urleigh, 0 25 


A Report on the Punishment of Death, made to 
the Lewislature of the State of New-York. 


By John L. O’Sullivan. 1841, 0 75 
Three Discourses on Capital Punishment. By 
E. H. Chapin. 1848, 0 12 


Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, 
in a letter to the Marbuis of Northampton. 

by John Pell. London. 1845, 0 06 
Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to 
the incumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on 
Capital Punishment. By Samuel Roberts. 

London. 1841, 0 06 
‘Report relating to Capital Punishment, to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. By. Robert 

Rantoul, Esq. : 0 25 
Letters on the Death-Penalty, addressed to his 
Excellency Gov. Briggs, and the Members of 

the Massachusetts Legislature 0 06 

Reform of the Criminal, by O. W. Bacon 0 06 
JUST RECEIVED FROM ENGLAND, 
The writings of J. Sydney Taylor, the distin- 
guished opponent of Capital Punishment, 

i vol, royal octavo, $3 50 
* Capital Punishments uasanetioned by the Gospel. 

; By Henry Christmas, M. A., F. R. 8., F. 8. 

i! A., St. Johns College, Cambridge, 0 66 

In addition to the various works on Capital Punish- 
ment, &c., the following miscellaneous collection is on 
hand for sale at the office of the Prisoner’s Friend. 

-The postage on books has been so much reduced, as 
to make it an object with purchasers to have them sent by 
wail. Booksellers do a large business in this way. 
! We should be happy to answer the orders of our friends 
‘im the same manner. 

tc The following may be sent by mail:— 
Theodore Parker’s Sermon on War, 0 a 
0. 





Facts and Important Information for Young Men, 


Do. do. for Young Wo- 


Water Cure for Debilitated Young Men, 
Phonographic Class Beek, 
Reading Lessons in do, 
Dymond on War, 
Reign of Peace, 
Furness’s Sermon at the Installation of Rev. J. T. 
Sargeant, 
Clarke’s Sermon on the Principles and the Cha- 
racter of the Disciples, 
Parker’s Installation Sermon, 
Channing on Slavery, 
Green’s Exposure of Gambling, 
Do. Gambler’s Mirror, 
Philosophy of the Water Cure, 
Ifand-Book of Hydropathy, 
Facts in Hydropathy,  - 
Last Report of the New-York Prison Association, 
Elements of Animal Magnetism, 
Power of Kindness, 
Liberty Cap, 
Fowler on ‘Temperance, 
Do. on Matrimony, 
Do. on Tight Lacing, 
Do. on Memory and Intellectual Improvement, 
Narrative of Frederick Douglass, 
Synopsis of Phrenology, 
Pictorial Alphabet, and 6ther Works for children, 
Advice to the Married and Single, 
Prisoner’s Lament, by E. W. Locke. (Set te Mu- 


w 
c 
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sic, ) 0 10 
Spooner on Poverty. 0 25 
Suggestions to Lovers and the Married, 0 25 


Engravings of Cassius M. Clay, Daniel O’Connell, 


Father Mathew, &c., 012 0 37 
Phrenologieal Guide, 0 12 
Do. Almanack, 0 06 
JUST PUBLISHED, 
Teetotaller’s New Song Book, 012 
Opinions of Luther, Calvin and Malancthon on the 
Sabbath, 0 12 


i} The following may also be sent by mail by re 


moving the covers. 





History of Women, by Mrs. Child, 

Biography of Good Wives, 

Causes of the Decline of Manhood, 

A Condensed and Popular View of the Evi- 
dences of Christianity, 

Foster’s Book-Keeping, 

House I Live in, by Dr. Alcott, 


coc-= 
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Young Husband, es 
Young Wife, es 
Young Mother, “ 


Graham’s Letters to Young Men on Chastity, 
Life of Faith, by Prof. 8. C. Upham, 
Interior Life, by do. 

Practice of Holiness, by do. 
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Mackintosh’s Electrical Theory, 00 
Combe’s Physiology, 0 75 
Do. Phrenology, 0 50 

Do. on the Constitution of Man, 0 50 

Do. on Diet, 0 50 

Do. on the Management of Children, 0 50 
Memoir of Howard, 0 50 
Do. of Wilberforce, 0 25 

Do. of Jonathan Walker, 0 37 
Upham’s Manual of Peace, 0 31 
Fowler’s Phrenology, 1 00 
Fowler on the Church and Religion, 0 50 
Acts of the Elders. 0 50 
Consumption Prevented, 0 37 
| Sweethearts and Wives, by T. 8. Arthur, 0 37 
| Lovers and Husbands, 66 0 37 


men, 0 12 
Slaveholding and the Slavehvlder’s Religion, 0 12% 
Christian Non-Resistance By Adin Ballou. 37 
A New System ot Penmanship, 25 
~ Do. do. 0 42 
Beauties of Penmanship, _0 75 
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POETRY. 





From the New-York Tribune. 


THE CAPTIVE’S TALE. 
A prison was my dwelling, 
And months and years rolled by, 
And still within that prison 
I, hapless man, did lie; 
And all that time I had not seen 
The face of sea or sky. 


Not seen the sea—not seen the sky— 
Not gazed upon the moon; 

Nor the quiet stars at midnight, 
Nor the gorgeous sun at noon. 


Yet had I longed with earnestness, 
Beyond all human thought, 

To gaze on nature, that to me 
Had ever pleasure brought; 

And which, in happy, bygone days, 
I seduously sought. 


The pattering shower—the sweeping blast— 
The billow foaming free: 

The daisy peeping through the grass— 
The leaf upon the tree: 

The streamlet trickling through the moss— 
All, all were dear to me. 


The forest gray—the mountain high— 
The torrent’s thundering fall: 
The caverned rock—the beetling cliff, 
And all things great or small, 
Awfal or gay, sublime or fair, 
1 loved ——I love them all. 


The stars, like spirits, haunted me; 
The moon—Oh ! need I try 

To tell the strength of feelings 
That lived where hope did die? 


And some men could, with carelessness, 
O’er streams, through meadows pass; 

Oh, God ! I would have leaped to see 
The smallest blade of grass; 


A weed—a weed—a noisome weed, 
When other men desery, 

With eyes avert and head aside, 
They burry quickly by; 

It would bring rapture to my heart, 
And moisture to my eye. 


One night—it was a Winter’s night— 
Cold, piercing, was the air, 

And Frost, that subtle spirit 
That entereth every where, 

Had found my loathsome prison out 
And bided with me there. 


That night I held a levee: 

My thoughts did come and go— 
Each bitterer than another— 

Came quick—departed slow ; 
And truly that night was te me 

A night of sleepless woe. 


Yet never was there woe so deep 
That may not lightened be, 
And God, that loveth all He makes, 

Did pitying look on me. 


The darkest day that ever lowered 
May brighten ere the eve, 

Aad some light colors mingle 
With the darkest web we weave. 


I thought not thus upon that time 
I sat iu sullen grief, 

I felt—I fear I felt—adoubt 
That God could give relief. 


I thought upon my childhood’s home, 
Where I had wandered free; 

I rubbed my eyes—I started wild — 
I gasped—W hat did I see? 

As I’m a living man, a Star 
Was looking down on me ! 


I flung myself upon my knees— 
I bowed my head iu prayer— 
Then upward turned my tearful eyes— 
The Star—it was not there; 
Gone, like a momentary smile 


Upon the brow of Care. 


Gone ! and so soon !—You think I wept, 
*Cause lost as soon as won. 

No, in my heart of hearts I felt 
Its mission had been done. 


It roused the Man within me— 
It resuscitated Hope— 
It made me pant for Freedom— 
It made me strong to cope 
With every foe It gave the Wili 
My prison bars to ope. 


And I had dreams—-such happy dreams— 


Unchequered by a care! 





PRISONER’S FRIEND. 














And all things bright in Heaven and Earth 
In my dreams mingled were. 


Flowers and stars and birds and trees 
Were mixed promiscuous there, 

And Childhood’s merry, fitful laugh 
Was ringing in my ear; 

And the light tread of youthful feet 
Came nearer and more near. 


I felt the grasp of kindred hands, 
I sunned me in the light 

Of loving looks. All round me was 
An Eden of delight, 


Kind voices whispered near me, 
And kind words, kindly meant, 
Thrilling the ear, came like the sound 
Of some sweet instrument. 


Like the fall of leaping waters— 
Like the gushing of a spring— 

Oh, what in Nature can compare 
With a Friend’s kind welcoming ! 


The Human Voice ! what instrument 
So sweetly sounded yet, 

When in the key of Kindness 
Its every note is set? 


My home——I saw my home again— 
Where I, in boyhood, played, 

And the streamlet’s mazy windings 
Through sunshine and through shade ; 

And I heard its rippling waters, 
Which a pleasant murmur made. 


The play-ground and its inmates all, 
And he who made our laws, 
And told us where we should go seek 
For blackberries and haws; 

A partial legislator, he, 
To remember I had cause. 


All—all, Isaw—the hawthorn tree, 
The birds’ nest in the eaves— 

I heard again the wooing Wind’s 
Soft whisper to the leaves. 





I woke——I gazed I only saw 
Deep darkness all around; 
I only heard the echoes 
Of the bell’s disdordant sound; 
I stretched my hands—they struck the walls 
That compassed me around. 
Yet none of all these many things 
My Happiness did mar; 
I only knew—I only felt 
I had seen my guiding star. 


A rent was in my prison: 
I knew it not before— 

The heart that throbbed for Freedom 
Had no need of knowing more. 


He that hath Hope, hath every thing; 
He will progress and progress, 
For Hope is but the prologue 
To the Drama of Success: 
’ Tis a Heavenly messenger to Man, 
* ‘Whose mission is to bless. 


I need not tell you how I streve 
To make that rent more wide; 

Or what exceeding pains I took 
That blessed rent to hide: 

How, after weeks of patient toil, 
My first essay I tried. 


Nor how throughout these times sweet Hope 
Had constant with me stayed? 

How during these tumultuous weeks 
Fear, passing visits made. 


One night I laid me down a Slave— 
I woke the morrow Free ! 

And dearer, far, than words can tell 
That Liberty to me. 


What can enhance the value 
Of every prize we gain? 

What can make doubly dear to us 
Each blessing we obtain ? 

The conciousness of having striven 
That blessing to obtain. 


This adds to its intrinsic worth, 
Great though that worth may be; 

Oh! the omnipotence of Man 
"Tween Hope and Energy! 


A Slave— No no !—I wrong myself— 
Chains cannot make a Slave ! 

No ! chains have often fallen 
To the Noble and the Brave. 

My Mind was free—therefore I was 
A captive, not a slave. 


Good Lord ! how precious Freedom is 
When Man, who never knew 
Its blessings from experience, 


Can love and prize it too! , 


Who would not loathe a Palace 


If a prisoner there were he ? 
Who would not welcome suffering, 
If that suffering set him free ? 
Who would not peril life and limb 
Gladly for Liberty ? 


I’ve been since then in many lands; 
I’ve looked on scenes so fair 
That scarcely can our language tell 
* How beautiful they were. 


I’ve watched the sunset on the sea; 
I’ve seen through ruins gray. 

Qn ivied wall, on broken tower, 
‘Phe frolic moonbeams play— 

Chasing from many a quiet nook — 
The sullen gloom away. 


Nature I ‘ve seen in every mood, 
Wild, beautiful and rude; 

In tracts where Cultivation reigned— 
In the mountain solitude; 

And where the billow-beaten shore 
With masts and sails was strewed. 


Their beauty never woke in me 
A joy so exquisite 
As that I felt when Heaven’s breath 
Blew on my cheek that night; 
And I stood with head uncovered 
*Neath that Star’s blessed light. 
Bray, Ireland, 1846. M.M 


MISCELLANY. 


A Brother’s Love. 


There is something transcendantly virtuous in 
the affections of a warm-hearted brother towards 
his gentle and amiable sister. He can feel un- 
bounded admiration for her beauty—he can ap- 
preciate and applaud the kindness which she be- 
stows upon himself. He can press her bright lips 
and fair forhead, and still she is unpolluted—he 
can watch the blush steal over her features, when 
he tells her of inaocent follies, and he can clasp 
her to his bosom in consolation when the tears 
gush from her overloaded heart. 

With woman there is a feeling of pride min- 














looks upon him as one fitted to brave the tem- 
pest of the world—as one to whose armof protec- 
tion she can fly. for shelter, when she is stricken 
by sorrow, wronged or oppressed—as one. whose 
honor is connected with her own, and who will 
not see her insulted with impunity. He is to her 
as the oak is to the vine—and though she may 
fear all others of mankind, she is secure and con- 
fident in the love and protection of her brother. 
Nothing affords man such satisfaction, and 
nothing entwines a sister so effectually among his 
sympathies and interests, as profound reliance on 
her virtue, and an abiding conviction of her ditl- 
dence and delicacy. As these two latter are far the 
most delightful qualities of a female, so they are the 
strongest spells for enticing away the affections 
of the other sex. A female without delicacy, is 
a woman without principle—and as an innate and 
shrinking perception of virtue is a true character- 
istic of a pure-hearted creature, so it is the most 
infallible union between hearts that truly beat in 
response to each other. ‘There is more tender- 
ness in the disposition of woman than of man; 
but the affection of a brother is full of the purest 
and most geverous impulse; it cannot be quenched 
by aught on earth, and will out-live all selfish and 
sordid attachments. A deep-rooted regard for a 
gentle creature, born of the same parents with 
ourselves, is certainly one of the noblest feelings 
of our nature; and were every other feeling of 
human nature dead, save this, there would 
stilla bright hope remain that the fountain of 
virtue and principle was not yet sealed, 


, "in with the regard which she has for a brother. 





The Prisoner’s Dog. 

Calling in at the ‘Tombs, says the N. Y. Morn- 
ing News, we were witness to one of those little 
incidents that are probably occurring every day, 
and have there become so common that no notice 
is taken of them. A poor colored man was 
brought to the bar in a state of intoxication, he 
having, while under the influence of the unruly 
demon, been guilty of several acts of insubordi- 
nation much to the scandal and annoyance of that 
orderly region, the Five Points, He stood before 
the magistrate downcast and dejected, but by no 
means sober, while the Policeman, who brought 
him in, was making his statement. By his side 
stood a dog—his dog—an apparently well con- 
ditioned and faithful animal, who, although all 
other friends had deserted his sable master, stil) 
would not forsake him, but returned with grateful 








interest the drunken caresses of the hand from 
which he had received his daily food. ‘ Scip’ 
seemed to know that something was going wrong 
with his reeling and tattered, biped companion. 
‘He knew not—he cared not if guilt’s in that 
heart’—Ais affection remained unchanged. As 
the magistrate was handing the commitment to 
the officer im waiting, the negro called to his dog— 
‘ Scip!? and ‘ Scip’ was on the alert in an instant 
—his eye gazing intelligently in his master’s face, 
and his tail wagging; with a seemingly joyous 
impulse, to and fro. 

‘ Scip! you must go home!’ — The tail dropped 
lifeless, and the beaming eye quailed down almost 
instantaneously. ‘Scip! I say, go home! They’re 
going to take me down! Go home! ’—and waving 
his hand towards the door, the dog slowly obeyed 
the sign, and reluctantly walked out of the hall. 
In the gripe of two stout officials, each having 
hold of an arm, the inebriated African was trans- 
ferred to the cells below; yet as he vanished 
through the portal that led towards his dungeon, 
the dog, in a backward glance, caught a glimpse of 
his disappearing form, and, with a spring, bound- 
ed through the railings, and was again at his side. 
Kind words, threats, nor kicks, could no longer 
deter him from following his helpless master to 
the gloomy cell that awaited him, but with a 
dogged perseverance, he still returned to his post, 
when rudely thrust away. In a few minutes there- 
after, we saw him taking the middle of Centre 
street, down to its intersection with Orange, (hav- 
ing been clubbed from the lower postern) with 
drooping ears and sorrowing gait. Slowly and 
sadly he turned down towards the Points, to all 
appearance, adog of many sorrows and cumpass- 
ed with griefs. His last earthly friend had been 
shut up from his sight—he was no longer Jim 
Brown’s dog, but an unclaimed cur of dubious 
respectability, and thrown uncared for upon the 
chances of an unfeeling world! Alas, poor Scip! 





Aw Arrectine Scenes. In his ‘ Twenty-Four 
Years in the Argentine Republic,’ Col. King re- 
lates the following: 

‘There were two brothers in one of our regi- 
ments, who were natives of Santa Fe, and who 
had been with us ever since I entered the service. 
They were quite young, the eldest being not over 
twenty-three years of age, and the younger, I 
should think, less than twenty. Both of them 
had been severely wounded in our last engage- 
ment, and the younger lay extended upon the 
grass, evidently dying. His brother, whose wound 
was a deep sabre cut upon the thigh, was unable, 
both from the nature of his wound and from ex- 
haustion, to stand, but with the assistance of two 
of his comrades he had been carried and placed 
by the side of the dying youth; there, as the on- 
ly means in his power of alleviating the suffer- 
ings of his brother, he had gathered the grass 
within his reach, and was bathing his parched lips 
with the cool moisture which it contained. 





Anecpote or Howarp anv THE Emperor Jo- 
sernH. When Howard was visiting the prisoners 
of Germany, the emperor Joseph desired to see 
him. When he came into his presence, he said, 
‘I have sent for you to know your opinion on the 
state of the prisons in my dominions, and to de- 
sire that you will point out those grievances which 
most urgently demand reform.’ ‘ Your Majesty,’ 
replied Howard, ‘has, throughout your empire, 
prisoners who have been for two years immured 
in dungeons, awaiting their trial; and should they 
be found innocent of the crime laid to their charge, 
it is not in the power of your Majesty to make 
reparation for the injuries they have sustained.’ 
To the eternal honor of that great monarch be 
it recorded, that he instantly caused a law to be 
enacted, by which the grievance was redressed. 
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